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Editor: Dr Ken Flint 

e-mail: kenflint@btinternet.com 

 

MIDLAND PHILATELIC FEDERATION 

AUTUMN CONVENTION 
 

The MPF will hold its annual autumn convention alongside the 

Solihull Philatelic Society Stamp Fair on October 23rd 2021. 

This meeting will include ratification of committee positions 

and the 16-sheet competition. 

 

The meeting will be held at Lode Heath School, Lode Lane, 

Solihull B91 2HW. The stamp fair will open at 10 am and close 

at 4.30 pm. 

 

There will be free admission. 

 

There is ample free parking. 

 

Refreshments will be available. 
 

The entry form for the competition will be in the next Midlander due on October 

1st and will be available from the website to download by mid-September. Please 

enter the competitions and help to keep philately in the Midlands going. 

 

 

 

 

August 2021  Number 304 

 

 

 

 

 



2 
 

Chairman's Update 

There seems to be activity slowly building up in our hobby 

again! Programme secretaries seem to be busy and the 

feeling is that many societies are hoping to begin what can 

be as close to a "normal" season as possible in September. 

We have the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain coming up 

in September, this year in Harrogate (23rd - 26th). Interestingly the Kay Goodman 

Lecture at this year's Congress, a lecture that regularly looks at leading issues 

within our hobby, has the title "Have Philatelic Societies a Future?". The speaker 

is Richard Smith, the secretary of the Leeds Philatelic Society. It will be 

interesting to see the points Richard raises in his lecture. 

Do you have any thoughts on the question "Do philatelic societies have a future?".  

If you do please let me know. I would be interested to build our own discussion 

on the subject.  Do you have any ideas where our hobby should be going? 

We do, as well, have the MPF Autumn Convention coming up on 23rd October - 

with thanks to the Solihull Philatelic Society for hosting the event. Full details 

are given by Ken in this issue. I do hope that affiliated societies will give their 

full support to the Convention. Remember that decisions are made at the 

Convention and if you want to influence the direction of the Midland Philatelic 

Federation then your voice has to be heard. 

As always I would be very pleased to hear from any society or individual collector 

who has any comments or thoughts on our hobby. Email me at 

sharrison500@btinternet.com or send a letter to 56 Woodberry Drive, Sutton 

Coldfield B76 2RH. I really do want to hear from you! 

Steve Harrison,  

Chair, Midland Philatelic Federation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* 
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NEW BLOOD NEEDED 
 

As you know the Midland Philatelic Federation has been unable to hold an 

Annual General Meeting for two years because of the Covid restrictions. The 

committee elected at the last AGM have kept their positions. This needs to be 

officially ratified by the assembly at the next meeting. 

 

The AGM is usually held at the spring meeting which we hope will be the case 

next year. BUT the committee is ageing and new blood is needed to help keep the 

MPF running in an active and viable fashion. We do not wish to become 

dependent on a couple of very active members who hold multiple positions in the 

MPF, their local societies and in national organisations and specialist societies. 

 

Please see if you can join the committee to shadow someone with the aim to take 

over in the near future. YES, THAT DOES INCLUDE EDITING THE NEW 

MIDLANDER AS I HAVE DONE IT FOR OVER 10 YEARS WHICH IS 

LONG ENOUGH!! 

 

A similar request is made on behalf of the MIDPEX organising committee. New 

blood is needed to support the existing committee otherwise this extremely 

successful event could fold sooner rather than later. 

 

PLEASE CONSIDER HELPING OUT EVEN IF IN A MINOR WAY. 

 

SHROPSHIRE PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
 

Annual Stamp and Postcard Fair 

 

Saturday October 2nd 2021 

10 am to 4 pm 

 

Barnabas Church Centre 

Longden Coleham 

Shrewsbury 

SYS 7DN 

 

Admission 50 p 

Nearby Parking 
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SUCCESSFUL MIDPEX ONCE AGAIN 
 

Midpex 2021 was a roaring success. After so many months with few if any stamp 

fairs and certainly no major ones, there was a large attendance at the 

Warwickshire Event Centre on July 3rd for Midpex 2021.  

 

The vast majority of dealers 

expressed delight at how 

the day had gone. Most had 

had many customers and 

good sales were made. The 

Specialist Societies also 

enjoyed their day out and 

we have had positive 

feedback from all. Nobody 

seemed to miss the frames 

and indeed the hall looked 

busier because of the increased 

sight lines as the photographs 

(taken by Steven Harrison) show. 

It is unlikely that the frames will 

be used in future events as they 

take an age to erect and 

dismantle. 

 

The event is next planned for 

July 1st 2023 at the same venue. 

We hope that more specialist 

societies will be persuaded to 

attend. A small number declined 

this time because of the difficulties of staffing a table and uncertainty from 

members about the pandemic. Hopefully things will be back to normal next time. 

 

Midpex followed a successful Stafford Stamp Fair which was held in Bingley 

Hall, Staffordshire Showground. This was well attended and the distance between 

dealers was huge so no overcrowding problems. Unfortunately, the York fair 

which always follows two weeks after Midpex fell victim to Covid regulations as 

the gangways are very narrow at that event. 
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Ken Flint and Steven Harrison 

 

The South Midlands Stamp Club 
 

The South Midlands Stamp Club is different from most of the other stamp clubs 

in the catchment area of the New Midlander. There is no annual subscription, so 

you “pay as you go” at the door at each meeting when you attend, a system which 

has proved popular ever since the club was launched in 2009, which seems 

amazingly already 12 years ago. 

All meetings are held near Warwick, in the Barford Village Hall, just south of 

Junction 15 of the M40 and head down the A429 helpfully signposted by the 

highways pundits to Cirencester (a mere 43 miles south). The Village Hall is on 

Church Street and parking is behind the Hall or on the streets; turn off the A429 

to the old road through the village, and then turn off at the little roundabout in the 

centre. We welcome existing (and new) members from a current spread as wide 

as Lichfield, Pershore, Banbury and Southam, and of course all places in between. 

All being well we normally have refreshments half-way through the meeting at 

the break between the displays. 

Taking account of the national constraints for meetings we consulted our senior 

members and agreed that (like many stamp clubs) we intend to resume our 

meetings in September, which for us will be Monday 20th September 2021, 1.30 

for 2pm. This is the same pattern of meetings we have always used: the meeting 

are on the 3rd Monday of every month all year round. Unless you hear to the 

contrary that is our resumption date. By then we hope that the government won’t 

have had to change treatment of “social separation”. 
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At the first meeting we need to formally approve the “officers” in their posts as 

an “AGM”: they were approved for those posts for 2020 but of course that year 

was meeting-less, so we Officers de facto propose that the appointments should 

be simply moved forward a year to 2021-2. We Officers are planning that this 

will be the record length of an AGM at one minute (approximately) so don’t be 

put off at this exercise. 

Steven Harrison (Programme Secretary) will circulate a schedule for meetings by 

email to those who regularly attend; if you want to come anyway, or the email 

hasn’t reached you for some reason, just turn up on the day. Our normal pattern 

of meetings will continue as “Members’ Displays” on agreed topics. The reason 

for this when we were set up was that almost all those attending South Midlands 

Stamp Club are also members of their local philatelic societies, so if we tried to 

get guest speakers for South Midlands Stamp Club too we’d inevitably end up 

inviting the same speakers as members will have seen in their own Societies. We 

wanted to be less formal, and friendlier, and predominantly have members’ 

displays, with maybe one of two visiting local speakers. I’m sure that part of the 

first meeting on 20 September the discussions will be related to “What I did with 

my stamps whilst I was separated”. But Steve will let us all know in due course. 

Don’t forget that you can come at 1.30 to sell/exchange your swaps/spares. If by 

then you’ve won the British Guiana 1c black on magenta and stuck it in your 

album please feel free to bring it along to show us, in case somebody wants to 

swap it for some GB FDCs. 

 

You can find us and the meeting schedule on the web page kindly maintained by 

Nick Bridgwater, on https://sites.google.com/site/warwickshireps/smidsc (other 

local societies are also covered on this page). 
John Gledhill 

 

 

STAMP FAIRS 
 

Many local stamp fairs are starting up again. The editor knows that the local fairs 

in Great Barr, Sutton Coldfield, Lichfield, Birmingham (midweek fair) and 

Shilton have restarted and I am sure there are many more that I have missed. More 

will be starting in September as the main philatelic season kicks off. Look on the 

website of Midland fair organisers such as Simon Collyer (AMP Stamps) and 

John Rice (John Rice Stamps) for up-to-date information.  

 

Please support stamp fairs when they restart as they are a key part in keeping 

people interested in stamp collecting and hence in philatelic societies.  
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ABPS CONGRESS 

 

As Chairman of the ABPS Congress Committee, I would like to welcome you to 

this year’s Philatelic Congress of Great Britain. This year we are delighted to be 

holding this event at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in the lovely town of Harrogate.   

 

Congress will be held from Thursday 23rd September until Sunday 26th 

September. The programme includes some fine presentations. The Congress 

medal will be awarded at the RDP Ceremony.   

 

The Philatelic Congress is an important part of the British Philatelic calendar.  I 

am sure that after a three year interval in England (Congress was last held in 

England in July 2018) you will be delighted to return to this event and actually 

meet up with friends once again.    

 

There are more details, a booking form and a provisional programme on the 

ABPS Congress website. 

 

Finally, I look forward to meeting you at Harrogate.   
GERALD MARRINER  

Chairman of ABPS Congress Committee   
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Society Diary 
 

REQUEST FOR SOCIETIES TO SEND IN PROGRAMMES 

FOR THE 2021 – 2022 SEASON. 
 

With the relaxation of the Covid restrictions and with the increased roll-out of the 

vaccination many societies are hoping to restart having face-to-face meetings in 

September. 

 

Hence as usual a request to programme secretaries to please let Ken Flint and 

Nick Bridgwater have copies as soon as possible please. Nick will then put the 

programme on the web and Ken will use the information to create the society 

diary – which has been missing from the New Midlanders for the last year. 

 

Hopefully the New Midlander will return to something resembling normal later 

in the year as societies begin to send in details of meetings again. Thanks to all 

who have helped keep the Midlander going with philatelic articles and please 

keep them coming. 

 
Sept 1st  Annual General Meeting / One Sheet 

Competition 

Members Stratford 

Sept 2nd  Extraordinary General Meeting / New 

Acquisitions  

Members Redditch 

Sept 3rd  Social / Five Sheets Standing Displays Members  Nottingham 

Sept 6th  Introductory Evening Members Rugby 

Sept 8th  Introductory Evening  Members Leamington 

Sept 14th Recent Acquisitions and Bourse Members Coventry 

Sept 15th  The Letters "X", "Y", "Z" and Zero Members Stratford 

Sept 16th  Money and Stamps Richard Capon Redditch 

Sept 17th  Islands Members Nottingham 

Sept 20th  Commercial Bristol Nick Bridgwater Rugby 

Sept 20th  Annual General Meeting / What I wrote up 

during lockdown   

Members South Midlands 

(afternoon) 

Sept 21st  Annual General Meeting / Lockdown Philately Members Banbury 

Sept 22nd  64th Annual General Meeting, Raffle /  

Chairman's Evening  

Members Leamington 

Sept 28th Letters ‘L’, and ‘A’ Members Coventry 

Sept 29th  British Levant 

German Colonies Yacht Issue 

Malcolm Hughes Stratford 

Oct 4th  British Guiana and British Honduras Malcolm Hughes Rugby 

Oct 5th  The Spitfire Richard Wheatley Banbury 

Oct 6th  Alphabet Evening - the Letters "I" and "J"

  

Members Leamington 

 


